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INTRODUCING

Whale Heritage Sites

What is a Whale Heritage Site?
Whale Heritage Site is a global accreditation that formally recognises destinations
around the world that support and demonstrate the importance of cetaceans and
their habitats, through culture, education, research and conservation. These sites
empower and defend the right of local communities to care for and protect whales,
dolphins, and porpoises through a collaborative management partnership.
They provide the travel industry with a clear marker to help identify and support
sustainable practices, and create a platform for communities to promote and engage
with their whale related culture, heritage and biodiversity. Whale Heritage Sites also
give tourists a transparent and easy way to select responsible whale and dolphin
watching holiday destinations, and encourage them to experience these incredible
animals in their natural habitat, in a sustainable and responsible way.

Whale Heritage Site status is granted to those
places around the world where:
•

People are able to work collaboratively
within their communities to make and
enforce decisions that will benefit
cetaceans and their habitats in the long
term.

•

Respectful coexistence with cetaceans is
supported through law, policy and
cooperation.

•

Whales and dolphins are celebrated by
engaging communities and tourists
through art, music, education, research
and cultural events.

•

Sustainable practices and livelihoods are
continually improved to ensure the
health of cetacean habitats and the longterm economic benefit to human
communities.

“Whale Heritage Sites would become the gold
standard for responsible whale watching
destination worldwide “as they have so much
more to offer, by interweaving natural and
cultural elements and placing communities at
their very heart.”

Jean-Michel Cousteau, Honorary President, WCA

Why are Whale Heritage Sites so important?
The Whale Heritage Site certification is a replicable solution demonstrating that with
a local focus underpinned by global cooperation, we can promote awareness, affect
hearts and minds, and impact real change for cetaceans through education,
sustainability, and conservation. Whale Heritage Sites deliver long-term protection for
cetaceans and marine habitats, allowing people to witness these beautiful mammals
for thousands more years into the future. They also ensure sustainable development
for the coastal communities that depend on the sea, inspiring local people to value
their whale and dolphin related heritage.
Accredited WHS have seen sustainable practices and livelihoods continually improve
with increased investment in eco-tourism that can transform these sites into a place
where whales thrive and the local community benefits.

Benefits of Whale
Heritage Sites
Whale Heritage Sites, designated against welldeveloped and robust criteria, will play an
important role in distinguishing areas where
cetaceans and people exist in harmony. These
sites will be confined to those places where
human relationships with cetaceans are positive
and not exploitative. Whale Heritage Sites act as
beacons of hope in a world where whales,
dolphins and porpoises are increasingly at risk
from human impacts; places where innovation
and celebration lead to ideas that can be
replicated to protect cetaceans across the world.
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“This can be a strategic job creator and investment opportunity in our city and community.
Given the difficult economic climate and high unemployment rate such an opportunity
should be widely embraced. This is also a chance for us to keep building towards our vision
of making the Bluff a Green Community.”
JP Prinsloo, Ward Councillor for The Bluff Area

Becoming a Whale Heritage Site – The Process
There is a five-tiered process: an initial online application, a candidacy review, an optional
technical advice, a final application and then, if successful, Whale Heritage Site (WHS) designation.

Fees and Support
Whale Heritage Site applicants pay a one-off fee to
receive certification, WHS logos, advice and
support:

USD $ 750 – Developing and transitioning countries.
USD $ 3,000 – Developed countries.
Once certified, the Whale Heritage Site pays the
fee annually.
* Annual membership fees paid by WCA Responsible
Whale Watching certified business or WCA partners
operating within the Whale Heritage Site count towards
the certification fee.

Applications are encouraged from communities and organisations that advocate a real
connection between cetaceans and both tourists and locals alike, whilst actively promoting
the preservation of cetacean habitats for the benefit of present and future generations.

For more information, fees , and to apply, visit http://whaleheritagesites.org/

